
The 1885 Bryant-Haislip House

Hamilton, North Carolina

….......................

The following images are the original photos of the house at the time we purchased it, 

2016, bought by the Hering family.

This is the front of the house at time of purchase. 

It is on the National Register of Historical Places and within the Hamilton Historic District. It is 

called the Bryant-Haislip House. It was built around 1885, although some sources say it was 

probably built much earlier due to the style. This date would have been late for this style. 

The had storm screens on the windows which we no longer needed and removed (no I didn’t 

save them). There was a screen door on the front door. That was also removed and donated. 

All of the porch columns bases were rotten, and we were unable to make exact replicas. It 

was an odd size as well, and we could not find replacements anywhere. So we had to make 

them ourselves. My brother and a neighbor helped tremendously in this effort. My brother in 

Alabama had a lathe and did most of the bases on that, however, our friend did a few of them

here. 

These columns were not original to the house, but probably an upgrade around 1900. There 

is one original one remaining next to the side door. It is square with chamfers like the newel 

post inside by the front staircase. 

Quite a bit of the porch floor was also rotten. There were lots of old bottles under the porch 

that were very old. I admired them, but left them there for future owners to find. 

This is the back yard and back porch. The breaker box was outside on the back porch. We 

enclosed this area, making a larger area composed of an indoor laundry room, half bath and 

pantry (which could also be a small office or sewing/hobby room). 

Back porch showing breaker box. There appears to be another original porch column of the 

squared chamfered style. It disappeared when the contractor tore this part of the building 

down. He was not good at being careful with such things, and they got thrown out. But it does

make the case for this porch being original to the kitchen. 

Here is what the old breaker box looked like. It was in pretty bad shape, and the electricity 

had not been turned on in several years before we bought the house. So this was torn out 

and thrown away, and all new electric wiring was added. 

Gable and chimney above the south rooms. The centerpiece of the gingerbread work is 

missing here, but it was not missing from one of the gables, so I was able to reproduce it, and

I did so in a PVC type of plastic wood so it would never rot again. It’s in a pretty hard place to 

get to. 

The original gable centerpiece. 



This is the front room on the south (come in the front door and turn right). We kept the yellow 

and painted the walls the same green as the house, a muted gray green. You can see 

Venetian blinds in the windows, which were everywhere in the house. But they were not 

working well, and some were broken, so I removed them and put them in the upstairs attic to 

stay with the house. 

I believe this room would probably have been used as the room where the women and 

children would have gathered, because it is separate from the room across the hall, which I 

believe would have been the gentleman’s parlor with direct access by private door to the 

formal dining room (now the master bedroom). This way, the kids could make more noise and

not disturb the men. This is the only room (and the one directly above it) that does not have a 

built in fireplace. So either the women and children just had to stay cold, or there could have 

been some kind of a free standing stove or heater. There is a chimney exiting the roof above 

this room, and the room above does have a hole cut in the ceiling perfect for a large pipe. 

The light fixture below was in the house upon purchase. There were two of these, and I kept 

them and moved them into the master bathroom above the two sinks. The are likely from the 

1920’s. I refinished them and rewired them. 

Below is the front room on the north (walk in front door and turn left). I believe it would have 

been the gentleman’s parlor, as it has the nicest fireplace and a private door that leads to the 

next room, which was likely the formal dining room. That way the men didn’t have to go out in

the hallway and possibly get run over by a child, or woman. They were probably working, 

preparing the meal. 

The fireplace had been remortared to lower the fireplace opening. This may have been to 

convert it from it’s original fuel type to a different use, ie, coal to wood burning. The job had 

been done quite poorly and looked bad, and since I was converting it to electricity, I restored 

it to it’s original height. I also remortared the entire thing as it was too badly stained, and the 

base was cracked, so I tiled it with labradorite tiles, same as in shower upstairs northeast 

side. 

I have been told these fancy fireplaces were probably not original, and added around 1900. 

The original fireplaces would not have had beveled mirrors as this is essentially a very plain 

house. I put in the fancy crown molding because we lowered the ceiling for upstairs plumbing.

Below is the “den”, which is a total add on from the mid 1900’s. It was poorly done and the 

roof leaked badly. It basically had to be torn down and rebuilt. The floor and ceiling had to be 

removed and a new ones rebuilt. We also redid the windows and front wall at the same time, 

replacing them with double pane windows, as these were single pane. We also tiled the new 

floor with travertine, a form of limestone. 

The Green Kitchen: 

This floor was removed, the window was removed, and all the planks on that south wall had 

to be replaced. I replaced them with hardy planks (cement planks) so they would never rot 

again. The back door was moved to the left and turned into a hallway for the “back 40” 

(laundry room, pantry, and half bath).

Fireplace and pantry in kitchen. The fireplace was no longer used with wood or coal. It was 

plugged up and a free standing heater would have been in front of it with an exhaust pipe 

going into that hole. The fireplace is brick which has been mortared over with lime, lime being

both the mortar and the color!

To the right of the fireplace was a closet pantry. The top half was shallow because behind it 

was a built in china cabinet. But the bottom half is deep because the china cabinet was only 

waist high and above. 

Another view of the kitchen. This entire floor had to be demolished and a new one put in as it 

was termite eaten. The back door was moved left to make room for a nice large range, and a 

room was added on where the back porch is. 

Kitchen light and archway into the den. The kitchen and informal dining room used to be 

separate from the house, with a walkway in between, for fire safety purposes, as kitchen 

often burned down, and this separation would save the house. It was turned into a den at 

some point mid century 1900’s. The door way on the right leads to what would have been the 

family dining room. We converted it to a guest bedroom.

This was the former family dining room. The door on the right goes into a hallway, but would 

have formerly gone outside to a boardwalk to the main house. We turned that space into a 

private bath for this bedroom, and removed that one window. The door on the left goes into 

the kitchen. This fireplace was also mortared over to use a free standing heater. We pulled 

that off and redid the bricks, using old bricks and lime mortar. We also made the fireplace 

electric with a hole going to a receptacle operated by a switch. All the fireplaces in the house 

have been done so. None of them were lined, which is what is required now to have a wood 

burning fireplace. 

I would assume originally this would have just been used for the family and that a formal 

dining room would have been in the main house, probably the large room on the north side in

the back, just across the hallway from this room. It would have been easy to get to both of 

these from the kitchen across a plank walkway. 

We converted this to a bedroom because we needed two bedrooms on the ground floor. My 

parents were in their 80’s and 90’s when we bought the house, and stairs were not an option. 

Also, their friends were older and could not have done stairs if they visited, so we needed a 

guest bedroom downstairs. I turned the hallway into a private bath and we had to remove one

of the windows. About half of this floor had to be replaced, and the back corner was badly 

termite eaten from floor to ceiling. That was also replaced and insulation added. 

More of the dining room. The window on the left was removed to add the bathroom. I painted 

the floor gray, while in this photo, it has been faux painted to look like wood. 

Built in china cabinet and fireplace. I saved the glass doors, but one was badly broken.



This was the one and only bathroom in the house when I purchased it. It was downstairs off 

the master bedroom and den. We salvaged the iron tub. It was very heavy. We moved it to 

the bathroom off the guest bedroom. The shower is along the wall where the two windows 

are. There were three bedrooms upstairs and no bathroom upstairs when we bought it in 

2016. Just one bath downstairs where they had converted one of the rooms to a master 

bedroom. 

This is the entrance and front hallway. I refinished the floor and added a “tromp d’oeil” rug (a 

painted rug), and moved the pass through door in the back a little to the left so that we could 

put a closet under the stairs. 

This is the fireplace in the back bedroom northeast upstairs. We had to tear out the mortar 

which had been added for a free standing heater with a vent going up the chimney. It was 

crooked and leaning so I removed it, finding old newspapers behind from 1920’s, and 

realigned it. 

This is the fireplace in what was the middle bedroom upstairs. There was considerable fire or 

smoke damage there, and all the plaster was badly damaged and fell off easily. There was 

also a closet to the left of this fireplace, but I don’t think that was original because of where 

the wood cuts off. This was the original coloring of the fireplace it appears, and there seems 

to have been a lot of this dark green in the house, as I have found base boards in that color 

as well as the ceiling in the wrap around porch and the kitchen ceiling. 

This fireplace is now in the new bathroom for the northeast bedroom (back bedroom) and 

painted white. Also, we let some of the original brick show, even though here is was plastered

over. We really love to see those old hand laid bricks. 

Below is the dormer and slanted roof line showing inside the south bedroom. I think this 

would have been the parent’s bedroom, separate from the children’s bedrooms on the other 

side, where the parent’s might have a tiny bit of privacy. There were no bathrooms upstairs. 

They would have had chamber pots and an outhouse. 

Same room, different angle. You can see the roof here. It is probably tin, and there is a 

shingle wooden roof under it. 

Original door knobs. We refinished several of the metal back plates. Several of them we had 

to switch out to put in better locks. 

This is the original baluster and newel post upstairs. It was too short, only about 4 feet high, 

and kind of scary because you could fall right over it. We removed it when we put in the wall 

to the front suite, and the contractor threw it away without realizing we wanted to keep it. We 

replaced it with one taller and tried to duplicate the newel post. 

That’s it folks. Let’s go back downstairs. 

Hope you enjoyed the tour. 

I do not claim ownership of these photos. They are from the real estate website. 

However, it is annotated by me, Lisa Hering. 2020.


