
Historic Hamilton House

April-May 2018 Update

I hope it's true that April showers bring May

flowers, because if so, then we are going to have

a whole lotta beautiful May flowers! April did

bring more rain showers and more delays. But I

got this great photo of a wonderful cloudy sky.

However, sometimes I wished, as in Camelot, it

only rained at night!

Made progress on my fireplace brick project. We

had to redo the floor so I had to start all over

again on the bricks. Redid the floor bricks and

laid them in sand. Then I had to remortar the top

bricks as they all fell out when we took the old

1940's gas heater out. Since the bricks are old

lime bricks, I had to make a lime mortar for

compatibility, otherwise the bricks would

crumble faster. I think it matches nicely. 



My beadboard ceiling project. 

You can see my “helper”, the 2x4

with the board on top, holds the long

boards at one end while I'm at the

other end. You can see the old laths

and plaster in the walls. We had to

take it down because there had been

so much smoke damage it was

literally falling off. I've tried both

the inexpensive white pine from

Lowe's, and the more expensive and

higher quality yellow pine. The

yellow pine is straighter and easier

to work with, I must admit, but the

white is about half the price, so it's a

toss up, as it seems most things are. 

And something very 

special has arrived. This 

grew out of my desire to 

make part of the hall 

upstairs private to one of 

the bedrooms, in order to 

have it's own ensuite 

bathroom which was across

the hall. But I didn't want 

to block out all the hall 



light from the hall window. So, I left space in the newly constructed wall for a piece of stained glass. 

And I found an old one on ebay that is all frosted clear glass in a beautiful design. It will let in so 

much light, and is of the same period as the house. I can't wait to see it installed. 

Front porch decking is getting painted now that it has been repaired and all rotten wood replaced. 



And the big stuff...

drywall has been hung through out the entire house where needed. We kept the plaster whenever we 

could, but some was either so bad, or we really needed to insulate behind it. And it's taped and 

mudded.



This photo is of the master bedroom with a beautiful yellow pine beadboard ceiling. The walls have 

been drywalled, taped, mudded, sanded and primed with drywall primer. It will get crown molding at 

the interface between the ceiling and the walls. That's the next step. I'm not putting the color coat on 

until we are a little further along and have made sure of my decorating plans. 



And to the right is the front parlor with new drywall primer on the walls. It was such a marvelous 

change, I got the fabric for the curtains (roman shades) that will hang in the windows even before the 

paint dried. 



And the tile is laid!

This is travertine. Travertine 

is basically limestone that has

been dissolved in nature and 

redeposited, like stalactites 

and stalagmites in caves. It 

makes really neat patterns. 

They don't use it much here in

North Carolina, so for me, it 

was a nice kick back to my 

past in Arizona. 

And here you see we have gotten most

of the kitchen cabinets hung. Note the

travertine tile on the floor. I think it

looks great! Sink will be under the

window, dishwasher to the left of that,

and refrigerator to the far right. There

will also be an island in the center

which is an antique. I'll include a

photo of it next update. The granite



counter tops are being measured and I have already picked out the stone. They call them all granite, 

but they really aren't. Probably only someone with a geological background like me would care what 

the true stone type name is. In any case, they are dark, sort of a brown black labradorite. And on the 

antique island, which is brown wood, will be a white crystal marble top. That will happen towards the 

end of June. 

Here's a wonderful little

prize I bought at an antique

store in Williamsburg, VA on

vacation only 2 ½ hours

away. it's an old wood

burning stove. I'm going to

put it in one of the bedrooms.

I can fix it up and make it

pretty with new nickel plating

and heat resistant black

paint, or I can try and

preserve the old rusty patina

character. What's your

opinion?



And as a perk, here's an adorable photo of my dad getting out at the local airport to see some old 

biplanes. He was having a good time!



And a few freebie photos… anyone recognize this bridge? 

The bridge above is the “Crim Del” Bridge at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA

This is a backyard garden within Colonial Williamsburg, where we went on a week's vacation in May.

And below, making a silver spoon in Colonial Williamsburg, the old fashioned way. 



This is a photo I took along one of the small highways that transverse the farms around here. Many are

in need of help, but look quite idyllic!



A spring photo of my house at

500 N Front St when the

dogwood was blooming. Not

doing anything over there yet till

we finish 301. 

Coming Up later this month and next month: installation of granite counter tops, installation of range 

hood and stove, installation of electrical and plumbing fixtures and tiling the shower and tub surround,

Till then!

Lisa Hering
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