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Summer is here again and the heat and humidity are high! But the progress continues and 

the first part of the season saw the finish up work on drywall mudding and painting. Although 

not all the walls have had the final color coat put on, all have had the drywall primer coat, 

leaving some final decorating options open. Trim, wainscoting, and door hanging are the 



current major projects, as well as the long awaited electrical fixtures, receptacles, and 

switches installation. We can finally use the electricity indoors, and that's a real pleasure! I've 

got some beautiful antique light fixtures hung and the beadboard wainscoting and trim are 

really making a difference in having the house feel more like a finished product... a home.

Here are photos of some of the light fixtures, such as this gorgeous pink glass crystal 

pendant light at the top of the stairs, and this brass and crystal chandelier in one of the 

upstairs bathrooms. 

These twin pendant lights are also in the

bathroom upstairs and look great against the

wooden beadboard ceiling. 



The drywall is finished and holes in the plaster have been patched. One of our friends, Mr.

Tom Gilson, volunteered to help with the plaster that was loose from the lath. He drilled holes

through the plaster and squeezed in adhesive and then screwed the plaster back to the lath.

Then he painted it with a mixture of sand and paint to resemble the brown coat of plaster,

which is the top coat upstairs. With plaster walls, normally you have three coats. The bottom

coat is the scratch coat, a coarse coat that gets scratched so the next coat will stick. The next

coat is called the brown coat, perhaps because they mix in a lot of sand which turns it brown.

It's very coarse. Sometimes, to save money, a family will stop here, especially in rooms not

seen by guests. In the better

rooms,  a  third  coat  goes on

top,  the  final  plaster,  a  fine,

smooth  putty  which  makes

the walls sanitary.  

Walls and trim have been

painted. I've gone with a coral

color for the front hall, and a

turquoise  (my  mother's

favorite color)  for the master

bedroom.   My  room  got  a

light  garden  green  to  bring

the outdoors in. The house is

really  starting  to  look  like  a

home.  



We've been working hard on hanging doors and installing trim. This set of  French doors

separates the den from kitchen noise. 



Jim Goodrich, our local master carpenter, built this fine hood and cabinet crown molding. The

corbels are not yet fully installed. He also built the banister, which is removable for bringing

up furniture. Note the beveled glass window in the background which is now in place. Good

job, Jim!



The master bedroom now has a bookcase that matches the yellow pine ceiling. 



This was my first attempt at a window sill, and turned out pretty well with Jim's help. Made of

1 inch pine, I cut it with a jigsaw and used a router on the edges.



Finished window sills and trim. I learned how to do trim, jambs, wainscoting, and end returns

on window aprons. This wall  trim is composed of a 1x6 base board topped with colonial

molding, followed by beadboard wainscoting, then a 1 ½ inch rope trim and finally a chair rail.



Here's how the room turned out. Note that the ceiling is blue!

We are moving along at a pretty good clip now. Counter tops have just been measured for

granite,  plumber has been scheduled,  and heating and air  conditioning is  finishing up in

August. We anticipate being finished in fall, and we are really looking forward to it. Thanks for

reading, and a few final, very special photos.



These drawings were found on the original plaster and saved. It reads: 

Betty Haislip

Sept. 24, 1952

Monday

14 years old

Betty grew up in the house. 



We also found some newspaper from 1927 and a letter wedged behind the fireplace mantel 

written to Elizabeth (possibly the older aunt who also lived there) in 1935 with a 3 cent 

postage stamp. We will frame the letter and leave it with the house. 

Letter to Elizabeth Haislip, former resident of 301 N Front St. 

No address on envelope, just the town name Hamilton NC with a 3 cent stamp. 

From Greenville, NC



This update 

in memory of 

Robert F. Hering

1923-2018

My Uncle Bob had been planning on visiting us when the house was done. 

You will be missed. 


